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Shield:



Gules, a conventionalized castle of Ehrenbreitstein with ramp or on mount proper, debruised by a bendlet argent bearing two ribbons of the field and azure with seventeen mullets of the last.  A sinister canton bendy of eight ermine and of the field. 

Crest: 

On a wreath of the colors, or and gules, a mount argent garnished vert, bearing a linden leaf proper charged with a fleur-de-lis argent. 

Motto:


In Time of Peace Prepare for War.

Symbolism:

The field of the shield is red, the artillery color.  The principal charge is the castle of Ehrenbreitstein bedruised by a bendlet carrying the American colors and seventeen stars, to signify the occupation of the castle by the 17th Field Artillery.  The canton alludes to the arms of the 8th Field Artillery from which men were transferred to organize the 17th Field Artillery. The crest commemorates the two most noteworthy battle incidents.  The White Mountain is for Blanc Mont.  The leaf is taken from Verte Feuille Farm, on of the positions occupied by the regiment in the Soissons offensive; the linden leaf was chosen as being very common in that region.  The fleur-de-lis is from the arms of Soissons. 

DISTINCTIVE INSIGNIA
The distinctive insignia is the shield of the coat of arms.

President’s Comments

By: Jackie M. Stroud

I want to start by thanking everyone who has been instrumental in guiding my footsteps as I took the reins of the association.  I will do my best to carry on with the things that were in motion. As the new president, I would like to invite all of you to join us this year in San Antonio, Texas, for our annual association reunion. I am really looking forward to my future with the association, as not only the president, but also just belonging to this wonderful group.  This year we are headed to San Antonio where I hear it is the land of outlets.  I am not sure what that means, but my gut feeling is my wallet will get a work out.

We have had some wonderful help setting up this year’s reunion.  The contract is signed, and plans have been made to make your stay at the reunion a pleasant one.  There are many places to see and an awful lot of things to do.  I like food, and I hear they have some outstanding eateries there in San Antonio.

Thank you all for you contribution this year to our

Scholarship program.  The voting members of the selection committee were Thomas Kurtz, Albert (Bert) M. Ryan, Charles Riley, and Barry Maurer.  I am lucky to have such dedication from our members. Thank you voting members.   

Just a little about me.  I was introduced to the artillery at Fort Sill Oklahoma in 1962.  I was assigned to Headquarters USAAMC right inside Key Gate.  My old orderly room is now where the caisson horses are kept.  I met my wife there while doing communications tests from the crypto room in McNair Hall. I am retired from the Army after 21 years, and then again I retired from federal service having worked as a fielding logistician for SINCGARS radios for another 21 years out of Fort Monmouth.  

2007 Scholarship Grants

By: Jackie M. Stroud

During the association’s annual general membership meeting, held at the 2006 reunion, three scholarship grants for 2007 were voted on and authorized; one grant for one thousand five hundred dollars ($1500) and two grants for one thousand dollars ($1000) each.

Five requests for a scholarship application were received and only four applicants were returned. Each applicant’s application was reviewed independently by the voting members of the committee and awarded points based on their best judgment.  Once each voting member form was returned to me, I established an Order of Merit List (OML) based on totaling the points awarded by all voting members. The 2007 voting committee members consisted of volunteers from our last reunion: 

2007 Scholarship Selection Committee:
Chairman -----------Jack (Jackie) Stroud

Secretary ------------Jack Picciolo

Treasurer ------------Rich Siebe

Voting Members ---Thomas Kurtz, Barry Maurer

                                 Charles Riley, Bert Ryan
 

Thanks to the scholarship committee and congratulations to the three recipients.  I know they made their parents very proud and they should be proud of themselves. 

The 2007 recipients of the association scholarship grants in order of merit:

                                           Montana Caudill graduated from Lakeside Christian Academy Morehead, Kentucky  

Business & Medical Admin

$1,500.00

Montana is the daughter of James T. Caudill II, who served with Battery C, 2d Battalion                                  17th Artillery in                                         South Vietnam 1969-70

Christa Meadors

Attending Dalton City College

Dalton, Georgia

Elementary Education

$1,000.00

Christa is the granddaughter of Dietrich Neckien (Deceased) who served with Service Battery 2d Howitzer Battalion, 17th Artillery at Fort Sill,                                           Oklahoma 1958-1960.

Kalyn Deno

Graduated from South Newton High School

Kentland, Indiana

Elementary Education

$1,000.00

Kalyn is granddaughter of James F. Deno who served with 

Battery “C” 17th Field Artillery Battalion in South Korea 

1955-1956.

Thanks

At this time, I would like to express my many thanks and appreciation to all who make this scholarship program possible. I also want to thank the voting members of the 2007 Scholarship Selection Committee:  Thomas R. Kurtz, Barry Maurer, Charles Riley and Bert Ryan who selected her and made this scholarship grant possible.  She really appreciates the honor of the award.

Many thanks again, 
James Deno
C/17th Field Artillery Battalion, Korea 1955-56

James Deno is a member of the 17th Artillery Regiment Association and grandfather of Kalyn Deno, the recipient of one of the $1000.00 scholarship grants for 2007.

Past President Letter

By: Thomas R. Kurtz

Due to personal health reasons, Richard Smith resigned as association president last February. I would like to thank Richard for all of his time and efforts that he put into the offices of 1st Vice President and President. We all wish Richard well and hope his health will improve. 

With the resignation of Richard Smith, Jackie Stroud has moved up from the office of 1st Vice President to President. Jack is still doing double duty since he will also be the quartermaster for the association. An election for the next association president will be held at the next annual general membership meeting, scheduled for November 10, 2007, in San Antonio.

At last word, Nolan Putman is back undergoing a second treatment for his cancer and will not be able to make this year’s reunion. I hope that he and his wife, Betty, will be able to attend the 2008 reunion. Nolan has been fighting his cancer for the past couple of years, and we all pray for his recovery. 

We all should keep the soldiers of the 2d Battalion in our prayers and hope for their safe return. Like all of the army units in Iraq, their tour has been extended by three months and the battalion will return later than expected. 

Those members of the association who would still like to send care package to soldiers of the battalion should mail them to:

CSM Francisco Aponte

HHB 2-17 FA

Unit# 41546

APO AE 09390

I am looking forward to seeing everyone again at the next reunion in San Antonio.

Never too late:

Staff Sgt. Mazzarella, now attached to the National Guard armory in Riverhead, served in Vietnam. He served as howitzer section chief for Battery C, 2nd Battalion, 17th Artillery at Bu Prang, when North Vietnamese troops assaulted their position on Dec. 1, 1969. On numerous occasions, according to the Army, rounds exploded in the battery position. Enemy attacks became so intense; Sgt. Mazzarella could not fire more than 10 rounds before drawing return fire. 

"We were almost wiped out," he said. 

According to his Bronze Star award, "It was through the courageous and unselfish efforts of Staff Sergeant Mazzarella and his entire section that the battery was credited with destroying several 75mm recoilless rifle positions and disrupting the operations of the 66th North Vietnamese regiment." 

He received his Bronze Star on Dec. 2 at a ceremony at the Riverhead Armory, 37 years after the Battle of Bu Prang. While others in his unit received their medals, Sgt. Mazzarella says his valor went unheralded until Congressman Bishop intervened. 

"Everyone else got theirs," Sgt. Mazzarella said. "Apparently, mine got lost." 

He had been trying since the Nixon administration to get his Bronze Star. Without an officer's account of his heroics, there was nothing to be done for Sgt. Mazzarella. "They told me, 'If you find any additional information, stay in touch.' I was always hoping for something to surface." 

It just so happened that Sgt. Mazzarella happened to be talking with the congressman's office on an unrelated matter, when he asked what procedures were involved in tracking down his overdue medal. He was told that if he didn’t have the original paperwork, the congressman's office would have to do a reconstruction of the events that day in 1969, using witness accounts from three persons, an after-action report from the National Archives and a petition to the Pentagon from Mr. Bishop himself. 

Then he had to prove that his three witnesses served in Mr. Mazzarella's unit. "And then we waited and waited and waited," he said. "It was something I knew I was going to get and I could never get it in my hands. It was like any empty promise." 

Sgt. Mazzarella just wishes his parents were still alive to see him finally get his medal. 

The process was started in the early 1970s. It was completed on a winter's day in 2006, when Sgt. Mazzarella's entire Army National Guard Unit in Riverhead saw Congressman Bishop hand him his Bronze Star. It was the most prestigious decoration secured by Mr. Bishop for a veteran since he took office. 

"They are all an honor to do," Mr. Bishop said. "I am proudest that we have established an office that can get things done for veterans."

ANNOUNCEMENT

The 17th Artillery Regiment Association now has a DLP (Digital Light Projector).  The DLP connects to our laptop computer, and picture CD’S can now be displayed onto a screen or wall.

For those of you who have not yet transferred your pictures to CD, it is recommended to do so as soon as possible since the longer you wait, the less clarity the pictures will have.  They can be put onto CD at any Wal-Mart photo lab.  Currently the cost is $2.84 for 40 pictures or slides, which also includes the CD.  (This price is in Texas, so prices may vary in different parts of the US).  

The 35MM projector will be available for the last time at the reunion this year, so for those of you with slides from your time of service, please feel free to bring them one last time. You may also bring any individual prints that you may have to share with others.  

For those of you who play guitar, please bring them because there could be a jam session. There will also be a CD player to listen to top hits from the 60’s and 70’s.

17th Artillery Regiment Association Life Members 
The following named 17th Artillery veterans have become Life Members of the 17th Artillery Regiment Association, since the January 2007 newsletter.

078 James T. Caudill, Battery B and Battery C, 2d Battalion, 17th Artillery (1969-1970)

079 David W. Gogel, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Artillery (1970-1971)

080 Stephen J. Audett, Battery A, Battery C and Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 6th Battalion, 

17th Field Artillery (1970-1971)

Annual Membership Dues (2007)
The following have paid their 2007 dues since December 31, 2006

Charles R. Lankford


Avery Hall

Jackie Stroud


Ronald Mason

James C. Martin


Deborah Colgan*

Don Arceneaux


Francis W. Bolger

Marcel Simonet


James T. Yore

James Frowein


Raymond Heuring

Richard Strout


Robert E. Richards

Barry Maurer


Dennis Keesling**

*Indicates Associate Member

** Paid dues through 2011

In Memorial

In honor and memory of those soldiers from the 17th Field Artillery Regiment who have given their lives during “Operation Iraqi Freedom”.

Private First Class Stephen E. Wyatt, 19, of Kilgore, Texas, died October 13, 2003, Battery C, 1st Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment

Captain Eric Lewis Allton, 34, of Houston, Texas, died September 26, 2004, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Private Jeungjin Na Kim, 23, of Honolulu, Hawaii, died October 6, 2004, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Christopher Andrew Merville, 26, of Albuquerque, New Mexico, died October 12, 2004, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Bradley Scott Beard, 22, of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, died October 14, 2004, Service Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Private First Class Stephen P. Downing II, 30, of Burkesville, Kentucky, died October 28, 2004, Service Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant Maurice Keith Fortune, 25, of Forestville, Maryland, died October 29, 2004, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Francisco Gregorio Martinez, 20, of Fort Worth, Texas, died March 20, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment (Attached to Company A, 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment), 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant Angelo L. Lozada Jr., 36, of Brooklyn, New York, died April 16, 2005, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant Tromaine K. Toy Sr, 24, of Eastville, Virginia, died April 16, 2005, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Randy Lee Stevens, 21, of Swartz Creek, Michigan, died April 16, 2005, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Louis E. Niedermeier, 20, Largo, Florida, died June 1, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery , 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant First Class Neil Armstrong Prince, 35, Baltimore, Maryland, died June 11, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant Larry R. Kuhns Jr., 24, Austintown, Ohio, died June 13, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Anthony David Kinslow, 21, Westerville, Ohio, died June 13, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division.

Sergeant John M. Sullivan, 22, Hixson, Tennessee, died December 30, 2006, 

Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division.

Sergeant Ismael Galvan Solorio Jr., 21, San Luis, Arizona, died April 9, 2007, Battery A,

2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Private First Class Brian Lee Holden, 20, Claremont, North Carolina, died April 9, 2007. Battery A,

2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division.

Private First Class Brett Andre Walton, 37, Hillsboro, Oregon, died April 9, 2007. Battery A,

2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant Eric A. Lill,28, Chicago, Illinois, died July 6, 2007 in Rustamiyah, Iraq. 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division.

Vietnam: 2d Howitzer Battalion, 17th Artillery (Persuaders)

Part One: Deployment from Fort Sill, Oklahoma and attachment to the 1st Air Cavalry Division (1965-1966)

The 2d Howitzer Battalion, 17th Artillery received a classified message from the Department of the Army on June 25, 1965 alerting it to a possible deployment to the Republic of Vietnam. The message was received exactly seven years from the re-designation date of the battalion (June 25, 1958). Following time out for its celebration of Organization Day on June 29, the preparation for overseas movement continued for the next six weeks. The battalion’s personnel had to be brought up to 100% strength from below 70% prior to the alert. Leaves had to be granted for movements of dependents, equipment had to be inspected, repaired or replaced and packed for shipment.

The battalion’s TOE equipment including its 105mm (M101A1) towed howitzers and vehicles were shipped from Beaumont, Texas on August 1, 1965. The main body of the battalion departed Fort Sill on August 14, by troop train to Oakland, California. Thus, the 2nd Howitzer Battalion became the first battalion size unit to deploy from Fort sill to Vietnam. After preparation and boarding the United States Naval Ship (USNS) General William H. Gordon the battalion sailed from Oakland on August 17 with nearly 4000 troops in 35 separated units aboard. After a 17 day voyage the USNS Gordon anchored in the harbor of Qui Nhon, South Vietnam on the evening of September 3, 1965. The battalion debarked from the USNS Gordon, by LST on September 5, to the beach at Qui Nhon. After a lunch of C-Rations the battalion was transported by truck west 50 miles inland, on Highway 19, to the old French build airstrip located outside of An Khe. The battalion was attached to the 1st Air Cavalry Division Artillery with a mission of General Support.
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CP at An Khe Airport September 1965

September saw the battalion along with all units of the 1st Air Cavalry Division struggle against the hot sun and the jungle and the rice paddies to establish a live able tent city for base camp at An Khe. The base camp later was named “Camp Radcliff”. With three weeks of construction, arrival of the battalion’s equipment, training and general organization the battalion was ready to introduce itself to the Viet Cong. At 2140 hours on September 11, 1965 Battery B fired the first round in Vietnam for the 1st Air Cavalry Division, as well as the first round in Vietnam under a division-artillery type organization. The Battalion Commander, LTC Harry O. Amos pulled the lanyard on the first round that was fired.

The end of September saw the first two operations for the battalion, which involved reconnaissance of the areas around An Khe and a route recon from An Khe to the Song Ba River. (Operations Anne-Marie and Operation Brigitte.) 

The first taste of combat for the battalion came on October 4, 1965, as Battery B displaced by air using Chinook helicopters from the 1st Air Cavalry Division base camp to north of Phu Cat, near the Vietnam Coast to reinforce a Vietnamese Artillery Unit for a five day operation supporting the 22d ARVN Division. (Operation Phu Ly Bridge). This was followed by the entire battalion participation in Operation Shiny Bayonet, from October 10-14, supporting the fires of the 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery and the 22d ARVN Division northeast of Phu Cat.  From October 20-23 Battery B moved father northwest of Phu Cat, near Bong Song, to support Operation Claudine. Next the battalion, minus Battery B, moved near the costal city of Tuy Hoa to reinforce the fires of the 22d ARVN Division during three operations: Elsie, Eugenie and Francoise, October 26 - November 12. These three operations featured movement by land, sea and air, and re-supply by sea. The night of October 29, the Battalion Fire Direction Center controlled a Time on Target (TOT) mission, which included naval gunfire from the USS Epperson (Destroyer), and ARVN artillery located in Tuy Hoa. 

(*Pleiku Campaign) At first light on the morning of October 23, Task Force Ingram, composed mainly of the 2d Battalion, 12th Cavalry, and Battery B, moved by air from Camp Radcliff to Camp Holloway, at Pleiku, to reinforce II Corps Operations. Here Battery B was attached to the 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery for Operation Long Beach to support operations in the relief of the Special Forces Camp at Plei Me from October 23-November 11. Battery B returned to An Khe for two days and deployed again with the 2d Battalion, 19th Artillery to west of An Khe along Highway 19 (November 13-19) to support RVNAF Marine Task Force for Operation Leatherneck.  
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Initial Registration in Ia Drang LZ Columbus

Late on the afternoon of November 14, elements from Battalion Headquarters and Battery C moved by road from Camp Radcliff to Camp Holloway. On morning of November 15, Battery C was air lifted from Camp Holloway to Landing Zone (LZ) Columbus with the mission to support the fires of 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery. LZ Columbus was established 4 ½ kilometers to the northeast of Landing Zone X-RAY, and was midway between LZ X-Ray and LZ Falcon, where Batteries A and C of the 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery, were located. Battery B, 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery and Battery C were located on LZ Columbus. 

Late on November 17, Battery C moved from LZ Columbus to LZ Crook to assume a direct support mission for the 3rd and 6th Battalions of the Vietnamese Airborne Brigade, located north of the Ia Drang River along the Cambodian border. And for the next twelve days the battery fired almost continuously in their support. On November 20, the 6th Battalion observed that the 3rd Battalion moving across its front was being followed by a reinforced Peoples Army of Vietnam (PAVN) Battalion disposed to assault the 3rd Battalion as soon as they stopped. The 6th Battalion attacked this force followed closely by its artillery support. With the PAVN Battalion was pinned down by the 6th Battalion. The Forward Observer (LT Leonard T. Elzie, HHB 2/17), with the 6th Battalion, requested continuous fire in an area 600 meters square.  1000 rounds were fired in an hour. By the time the mission was over, Battery C had two howitzers with blown seals on their mechanism and one howitzer had sunk so far into the mud that the gunner was on his hand and knees laying for deflection.

Immediately following their direct support mission to the Vietnamese Airborne Brigade Battery C and its attached HQs’ control element moved by air from LZ Crook to Duc Co Special Forces Camp to support a three day search and clear operation being conducted by CIDG forces in that area

(* For the period of October 23, 1965 to November 26, 1965, the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) and its attached units, to included the 2d Battalion, 17th Artillery, received the Presidential Unit Citation, Department of the Army, General Orders 40, dated September 21, 1967)
During December 1965 the battalion was given a rest from major actions and only given four one day missions of convey security along Highway 19 between An Khe and Pleiku on 5, 9, 10 and 11 December. The remainder of the month was spent on base development and preparation for the Christmas seasons. On Christmas Eve the battalion’s NCO-EM Club, “Persuaders Inn” was formally opened. Christmas Day 1965 was celebrated at base camp.

From January 4-21 the battalion departed base camp to support the 1st Cavalry Division, Operation Matador, near Pleiku. During this period the battalion made fifteen battery moves by road and air with a general support mission and to reinforce the fires of the 1st Battalion, 77th Artillery and 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery.

The next mission for the battalion (January 26-Feburary 21) was during Operation Masher in the Bong Song area. The battalion was placed under the operational control of 1st Field Forces Vietnam, reinforcing the fires of the Vietnamese Airborne Brigade, which operated east of Highway One from Bong Song north to the I Corps boundary. The battalion functioned almost as a direct support battalion with the exception that all fires were controlled from the Combat Support Coordination Center located at the Airborne Brigade Command Post.

The battalion also worked closely with Republic of Korea’s Tiger Division and hosted their liaison teams and forward observers who worked out of the battalion’s field command post.

On February 18 Bravo Battery returned to Camp Radcliff and was the first into action at midnight on February 19 when Viet Cong mortars attacked the base camp. Due their efficient action the battalion suffered no injuries and only vehicles and tents were damaged from the 26 82mm mortar rounds that fell in the motor pool and gun park. 

Operations Eagle’s Claw and Whitewing in the Bong Song area of operations followed operation Masher. February 21 – March 5. The battalion rotated one firing battery at a time for these operations. On March 6, LTC Amos pulled the lanyard on Battery C, 4th Howitzer’s Section and fired the 50,000 round for the battalion since their arrival in Vietnam. A change of command was held on March 15; LTC Norman P. Chandler replaced LTC Harry O. Amos as Battalion Commander of the Persuaders.

From March 13-20, Battery A had a mission of general support of the division and provided fire support for the Forward Support Element located in Vinh Thanh Valley (east of An Khe). From March 25 to April 9, Batteries B and C participate in Operation Lincoln around the Pleiku area. Battery C was position along Highway 19 west of An Khe and was given a mission of providing convey security and remained in that position until May 3. Battery B remained in same general operational area from April 9-18 for Operation Mosby I.

Battery A moved to Kontum where it was attached to 1st Battalion, 77th Artillery to support Operation Mosby II, April 21-May 3. Two howitzers from Battery B left Camp Radcliff to participate in Operation Cochise in the Pleiku area from April 28-30.

Operation Davy Crockett kicked off on May 3, which saw Battery A returned to the Bong Song area to support the 3rd Brigade until May 13. Meanwhile, Battery C was committed to Task Force Colt for a security role as part of I Field Force Vietnam Reaction Force, in Pleiku Province, for Operation Hooker near the Cambodian border from May 7 to June 22. Battery C during this time period sent two howitzers to Bon Brieng to support the 8th Engineer Battalion in building of an airstrip. On May 20, Battery B moved to Vinh Than Valley to support the CIDG camp there, as situation developed, during Operation Crazy Horse, the Battalion Command and Control Element with Battery A were committed to this operation.

The battalion moved back to Camp Radcliff on June 1 and reassumed the mission of reinforcing the security of the base camp. Battery B remained in Vinh Than Valley for one additional day, before returning to Camp Radcliff. Battery A upon their return deployed along Highway 19 to provide support for the road security forces. After three days in Camp Radcliff Battery B moved to Kontum to support the division reaction force and remained in the area until June 20. From Kontum, Battery B moved to the Tui Hoa region to participation in Operation Nathan Hale-Henry Clay until July 18. Battery A provided support for security forces along Highway 19 from July 26 to September 16.  

On August 1 Battery C was airlifted to LZ Oasis to participate in Operation Paul Revere II in the Western Pleiku Province. On August 19 the battalion command and control element deployed to the area of operations for Paul Revere II and assumed control of Battery C, as well as Battery B, 1st Battalion, 21st Artillery, Battery B, 3rd Battalion 6th Artillery and Battery A, 1st Battalion, 30th Artillery to support the 22 ARVN Airborne Division for Operation Than Phong 18. The operation terminated on August 28. 

From September 5 until October 11, Battery B supported Operation Benning V and VI and Dazzlem from a position west of Mang Yang Pass. The remainder of the battalion continued its mission on support of the defense of Camp Radcliff. On September 20 the battalion provided one Liaison Team and three Forward Observer Teams to the 22d AVN Airborne Division for a joint US, ARVN Operation called Thayer I, which was to search an area south of Bong Song and clear it of enemy. This operation continued until September 26. This operation was continued with Operation Irving, which found one Liaison Team and two Forward Observer Teams again supporting the ARVN Airborne. In addition, Battery C was alerted on September 30 to move the Irving area of operation. On October 2, Operation Irving started and continued for 23 days.  On October 22 Battery A replaced Battery C and remain in the area through Operation Thayer II. Battery B replaced Battery A on December 21. On December 27, Battery B fired 1,333 rounds in support of the defense of LZ Bird. 

A provisional four gun 155mm (M114A1) towed battery was formed effective November 6. As in the Korean War the 17th Artillery in the time of war had formed a provisional battery, Battery D.

On December 3 LTC Fred C. Parker III assumed command of the battalion replacing LTC Norman P. Chandler.

The end of the year on December 31, 1966, found the battalion supporting the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) with Batteries A and D in support of the defense of Camp Radcliff. Battery B in support of Operation Thayer II in the Bong Song area and Battery C in support of security forces along Highway 19. Since the arrival of the battalion on September 5, 1965 a total of almost one quarter of a million rounds had been fired.

References: USAAMS Library Fort Sill: History of the 2d Howitzer Battalion, 17th Artillery, dated 1967

Thomas J. Vernor

May 03, 1925 – July 06, 2007  
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LZ Becky, 1969, 1/30/FA 

Photo: Courtesy of Daniel P. Gillotti 

Thomas had a long and distinguished career with the government. He was a true patriot all of his life. He served in many units of the military all over the world. His military service took him to WWI, the Korean War, and the Vietnam War over a span of 30 years.  His service was as follows:

Navy: November 11, 1941 – December 9, 1945

Army: March 15, 1946 – August 31, 1972  

CIA:  19 + years, retired in 1991

He served almost 50 years for his country. 

His awards are (taken from his military form 20):

Silver Star with 2 OLC’s; Bronze Star with “V” and 6 OLC’s; Purple Heart with 3 OLC’s; ARCOM with “V” and 2 OLC’s; Soldier’s Medal; Navy-Marine Corps Medal; Air Medal; Army Good Conduct (7th Award); Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Gold Star; WW-II, Korean War, Vietnam War Service and Campaign Medals with a total of 23 Campaign Stars.  His unit awards include the Navy Presidential Unit Citation, Army Presidential Unit Citation (3 awards); Valorous Unit Award (3 awards); Meritorious Unit Commendation (2 awards); Korean Presidential Unit Commendation; Republic of Vietnam Presidential Unit Commendation; Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with Palm (3 awards); Republic of Vietnam Civil Action Honor Medal (2 awards).

We will miss this hero. May he rest in peace.

Urgent Request 

We need every 17th Artillery veteran to keep his contact data current.  Please notify us of any changes in your mailing or e-mail address.  Contact any officer, or you may post your address by accessing our home page and following the instructions. Contact me if you have any leads on any 17th vet. We need your assistance in keeping the association growing.

Home Page: http://www.17thartilleryregiment.org
Secretary: Jack Picciolo

1122 Lincoln St.

Lockport, IL 60441

(815) 838-3418

E-mail: Purrsfive@comcast.net
Treasurer’s Report, 2007

Scholarship Fund

$6,856.17

General Fund

$6,421.45

Total


$13,277.12

Rich Siebe
Treasurer

Association Officers 2007
Jack (Jackie) Stroud ----
President *
Vacant---------------------
1st Vice President 

Vacant---------------------
2d Vice President *

John (Jack) Picciolo ----
Secretary 

Richard (Rich) Siebe ---
Treasurer

Thomas R. Kurtz --------
Past President

Webster Cole ------------
Chaplain

John (Jack) Picciolo ----
Historian

Jack (Jackie) Stroud ----
Quartermaster

Vacant -------------------- 
Parliamentarian

Vacant --------------------
Judge Advocate

Vacant --------------------
Program Director

Edward (Ed) Hitchner --
Webmaster

* Indicates officer positions up for election at

   the 2007 annual reunion.


The 17th Artillery Regiment Association Board of Directors approved this newsletter, Castle # 10.
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Jackie M. Stroud

Association President



Dear Veteran, Family and Friends of the 17th Artillery Regiment Association.
Just a reminder that the 2007 Annual Reunion will be held at the Holiday Inn Downtown Market Square, www.hi-downtown.com , 318 West Durango Boulevard, San Antonio, Texas 78204: from November 7, 2007 thru November 10, 2007.  If you haven’t made plans on attending, now is the time to do so. If you are planning on staying at the motel, reservations can be made by calling (888) 615-0725, and room rates are $85.00 per night, plus tax (16.75%). Room rates are good three days prior and two days after the reunion. Room prices include the full American buffet breakfast. When making your motel room reservation and to receive their discounted room rates, be sure to tell them you are with the 17th Artillery Regiment Association. Motel room reservations must be made prior to October 6, 2007. Cancellation of individual room reservations is required 30 days prior to arrival date. The motel has an open air parking lot which is also complimentary and for motor coaches. The motel will be totally renovated before the reunion is held. It is located on the Yellow Route of the Trolley Service and just two blocks from the Mexican Market where there are exclusive shops and restaurants. For information on river cruises their web site is: www.riosanantonio.com , for the trolley: www.viainfo.net . Trolley fares are $1.00 per ride or a one day pass for $3.75. (Reunion committee will work on trying to get a group rate for two or three days if possible.) A nice general guide to San Antonio can be viewed at http://san.antonio.metroguide.com .

If you are attending, use the attached reservation sheet to register with the association. There is an association registration fee of $ 30.00 per person to cover the cost of the annual banquet and refreshments in the hospitality room. All checks or money orders should be made out to: 17th Artillery Regiment Association and mailed to the Association Treasurer: Rich Siebe, 5513 Whitfield Way, Carmichael, CA 95608.

So bring your photo albums, snapshots, movies and slides to share with everyone. If you have 35m slides or 8mm movies, you will have to furnish your own projector. (NEW) The association has purchase a digital projector. So now you can place your pictures on a CD and bring them to show.

There is plenty of time to get reacquainted with old comrades or even make some new ones. We would love to see your spouses, family members and friends in attendance too. The Association Quartermaster will have “gear” items available in the hospitality room. So you can get them there or be an early bird and order them now.

ITINERARY:

Wednesday, November 7, 2007-
Veterans, spouses, family and friends check in. Please sign in at the hotel’s meeting room of the front lobby and pick up your name tags. 


Welcome packets with brochures will be available to help you select the sites in and around San Antonio that you may like to visit.

8:00 P. M. There will be a group reception in the hotel meeting room of the front lobby to meet old friends and those attending the association reunion for the first time.

Thursday, November 8, 2007-
7:00 A. M. – 10:00 P. M. Hospitality Room open 


Spend the day touring the sites around San Antonio.


3:00 P. M.(Show time, please arrival earlier at least 20 minutes early for seating No one will be admitted after the show has starter) Group to the San Antonio I MAX to see ”The Price of Freedom” (45 minutes) A story of the 13 days of siege and the fall of the Alamo. Group price per person for I MAX are for ages (18-64) $11.14 (65 +) $10.15. Soda with a small bag of popcorn is included in the ticket price. (Show time may change)


 Either before or after the movie tour the Alamo, which is free (Open from (9: 00 A. M. to 5:30 P. M.)

Friday, November 9, 2007-
7:00 A. M. – 10:00 P. M. Hospitality Room open
The day is for touring the sites in and around the San Antonio area with your friends. 


8:00 P. M. to 10:00 P. M.- Time has been set aside in the hospitality room to show your slides, 8 mm movies or your digital pictures on a CD. * The association now has a digital projector.

Saturday, November 10, 2007-
7:00 A. M. – 10:00 P. M. Hospitality Room open.


09:00 A. M. to 10:00 A. M .Association Annual General Membership Meeting in the Hospitality Room

11:00 A. M. – 1:00 P. M. Annual General Membership Banquet. (Buffet Lunch)


 Spend the rest of day the touring the San Antonio Area

I hope to see everyone there. If you have any questions about the reunion, contact me or any of the association 

officers. If you are unable to attend and would like to leave a message to your fellow veterans, please mail or 

Email them to me.

Best Regards;

[image: image7.jpg]



Jackie M. Stroud

President 17th Artillery Regiment Association

2461 Meadow Ridge Drive

Wheelersburg, OH 45694-9073

(740) 574-1260

jack.stroud@roadrunner.com
2007 REUNION

November 7, 8, 9, 10

San Antonio, Texas

17th ARTILLERY REGIMENT ASSOCIATION

PLEASE USE THE REGISTRATION SLIP BELOW

REGISTRATION FEE WILL COVER THE ANNUAL ASSOCIATION BANQUET AND STOCKING REFRESHMENTS IN THE HOSPITALTY ROOM. THE REMAINING FUNDS WILL BE PLACED IN THE ASSOCIATION’S GENERAL FUND. PLEASE MAKE YOUR CHECK OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO: 17th Artillery Regiment Association.

MAIL TO THE ASSOCIATION TREASURER AT THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS;

*********************************CUT OR TEAR HERE************************************

MAIL TO; RICH SIEBE 
                   5513 WHITFIELD WAY
                   CARMICHAEL, CA 95608-3038
NAME ________________________________________________________________

(Please Print)

Battery ________ Battalion ___________ Dates Served (From _______ to ________

Name (s) of Spouse, Relatives, Friends _______________________________________

Note: Nametags will be printed from the names submitted

Address _______________________________________________________________

City ________________________ State ________________ Zip ______________

* Reunion Registration Fee: $30.00 per person-X- number attending_____ = Total _______

* I MAX: 

Age (18-64) $11.15 per person –X- number attending ______ = Total ________

 Age (65 +)   $10.15 per person – X – number attending ________ + Total ______

  * (A soda with a bag of popcorn is included in the ticket price)








Total Amount Enclosed $ _________________  
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