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HERALDIC TIMES
(Coat of Arms)  

Shield:



Gules, a conventionalized castle of Ehrenbreitstein with ramp or on mount proper, debruised by a bendlet argent bearing two ribbons of the field and azure with seventeen mullets of the last.  A sinister canton bendy of eight ermine and of the field. 

Crest: 

On a wreath of the colors, or and gules, a mount argent garnished vert, bearing a linden leaf proper charged with a fleur-de-lis argent. 

Motto:


In Time of Peace Prepare for War.

Symbolism:

The field of the shield is red, the artillery color.  The principal charge is the castle of Ehrenbreitstein bedruised by a bendlet carrying the American colors and seventeen stars, to signify the occupation of the castle by the 17th Field Artillery.  The canton alludes to the arms of the 8th Field Artillery from which men were transferred to organize the 17th Field Artillery. The crest commemorates the two most noteworthy battle incidents.  The White Mountain is for Blanc Mont.  The leaf is taken from Verte Feuille Farm, on of the positions occupied by the regiment in the Soissons offensive; the linden leaf was chosen as being very common in that region.  The fleur-de-lis is from the arms of Soissons. 

DISTINCTIVE INSIGNIA
The distinctive insignia is the shield of the coat of arms.
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President’s Letter

Written By: Thomas R. Kurtz

A big “WELCOME HOME” is offered to the officers and men of the “Steel” Battalion on their return to Fort Carson, from Iraq.

A donation of $1000, in the name of the association, has been sent to the Family Return Group 2-17, for their use, in welcoming home the soldiers of the 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment. The donation was approved by the Board. As most know, the “Steel” Battalion deployed with the 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division, from South Korea, to Iraq, in the fall of last year. The battalion will return this summer to their new home station, Fort Carson, Colorado. 

We will not forget those soldiers from the 17th Field Artillery Regiment, who have died in Iraq. To their family and friends, we offer our deepest sympathy, for your loss of your loved one.

(See the “In Memorial” article, in this newsletter that lists the soldiers, from the 17th Field Artillery Regiment, who made the ultimate sacrifice in “Operation Iraqi Freedom”.)

This has been the second year of the association scholarship program. The scholarship program is the association’s effort to support the youth, of those that have served or are currently serving with the 17th Artillery. I would like to thank Webster Cole, Paul Fusco, Gene Johnson, Nolan Putman and Jack Stroud for serving, as voting members, on this year’s scholarship selection committee. If you are interested in serving, as a voting member of next year’s scholarship selection committee (2006), please contact me. The funds to support the scholarship fund comes from the placement of twenty-five percent of all life member fees, annual dues and donations for the association “Gear” into the scholarship fund There also have been several veterans who have made individual donations to the scholarship fund. Thanks to all for your support of the scholarship program.

For those who have not purchased any Association “Gear” yet, please contact the Association Quartermaster: Mike Burke at (949) 645-9284, or by email at: cbtry17fa1ffv@earthlink.net, or by slow mail at: 1653  Superior Avenue, Costa Mesa, CA 92627-3612.

It’s only a few weeks away before the 2005 Reunion, in Seattle, Washington. The association annual reunions provides the opportunity for all generations of 17th Artillery Veterans, their spouses, family and friends; to establish old comradeship's, reminisce, make new friends and have fun. I hope to see everyone at the reunion. If you unable to attend the reunion and would like to say hello or leave a message, to your fellow veterans, please send an email or letter, that will be shared with those, who are going to attend the reunion. Remember the association is your best link to all generations of the 17th Artillery, both former and new veterans.

The following elected offices are up for election, during the 2005 General Membership Meeting, September 24, 2005, Association President and 1st Vice President. In accordance with the association’s By-laws, the Association President cannot serve consecutive terms. Any 17th Artillery Veteran, who would be interested in running, for election to one of the above offices, please contact any association officer or me. Both offices are for two-year terms. Also, during the General Membership Meeting, a discussion and a vote will be taken on where to hold the 2006 Reunion. If you would like to sponsor and invite the association’s 2006 Reunion to your area, of the country, please contact any association officer. Another vote will be also taken on a recommended change, to add great-grandchildren to the scholarship program. In addition, other administrative changes to the scholarship program will be voted on.

Finally, the next newsletter is due out in January 2006; please submit your articles to the Association’s Secretary (Jack Picciolo) NLT: 31 December 2005.
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Colors of the 17th Field Artillery 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

Headquarters, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment

Camp Ar Ramadi, Iraq                                    Unit# 15418 APO AE 09395-5418

June 18, 2005

Office of the Adjutant

Dear Castle Newsletter:

Well over a year ago, on May 18, 2004, the 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, the Steel Battalion, received the order to deploy to Iraq. What made this unique in today’s Army was that the battalion was already forward deployed to the Republic of Korea, defending freedom’s frontier. One day the unit and our Soldiers were training to face an enemy on the treacherous mountain terrain of Korea, and the next we geared up to face an enemy in the desert and streets of Iraq. Then, in Korea, going to war meant running to the motor pool, mounting up, and driving north. In a monumental transition, we packed up all our gear, took two weeks of block leave, and then trained up to conduct support and stability operations in Iraq, and combat a determined insurgency. Today, more than a year later, we are ready to deploy yet again—to the Mountain Post, Ft Carson, Colorado. There is much we have to celebrate, to cheer, and to mourn.

In August, the battalion arrived in the desert of Kuwait, where we collected our equipment from the seaport, were issued more individual equipment as part of the Army’s Rapid Fielding Initiative, and conducted training. Our training consisted of Infantry and scout type operations, in preparation for a patrol mission on the streets of Ar Ramadi, Iraq; Forward Operating Base (FOB) defense, in preparation for the battalion’s decisive mission of protecting our base from enemy intrusion; combat logistical patrols, including convoy life fire exercises, to prepare us for our sustainment operations; and of course, Artillery live fire. Bravo Battery fired the first laser guided; precision munitions that we have fired in some years, guiding the Copperhead munitions to direct impacts on vehicle-sized targets. After this trainup, the battalion moved north in a Ground Assault Convoy—driving a great distance with rifles up and out, watching for the enemy.

September saw the battalion assume control of an area of operations from 1st Battalion, 5th Field Artillery of the 1st Infantry Division. Alpha Battery started conducting combat patrols and Improvised Explosive Device (IED) sweeps in order to maintain freedom of maneuver in the 2d Brigade Combat Team’s area of operations. Bravo Battery manned our Paladin howitzers on two separate FOBs to conduct counterfire operations; they fired our first rounds in combat since the Gulf War, and suppressed enemy indirect fire systems. Charlie Battery manned guard towers in defense of a FOB with over 4,000 US armed forces service members and civilians. Both Headquarters and Headquarters Battery and Service Battery provided Soldiers for outposts to give early warning of an enemy attack, and supported the rest of the battalion logistically.

Over the next 10 months, the firing batteries rotated through each job of FOB defense, patrol, and counterfire battery. Our efforts resulted in over 390 indirect fire missions, suppressing and destroying enemy weapon systems; enhanced freedom of maneuver in the brigade’s area of operations; and a FOB free from direct assault and penetration. We helped secure polling sites for the historic Iraqi elections, the first step towards a representational government in this country—a first in over 50 years. We additionally kept up our intense stability and combat operations when the Iraqi people drafted their first constitution.

This success came at a price. We honor the Soldiers of the 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment who gave their lives in this cause. Their names are: CPT Eric L. Allton, PV2 Jeungjin N. Kim, SPC Christopher A. Merville, SPC Bradley S. Beard, SGT Maurice K. Fortune, PFC Stephen P. Downing II, SPC Francisco G. Martinez, SPC Randy L. Stevens, SGT Angelo L. Lozada Jr., SGT Tromaine K. Toy Sr., SPC Louis E. Niedermeier, SFC Neil A. Prince, SGT Larry R. Kuhns, and SPC Anthony D. Kinslow. They sacrificed all for their nation and their fellow Soldiers, and we must never forget them.

Regards,

Edward M. Kaspar

First Lieutenant U.S. Army

Adjutant
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In Memorial

In honor and memory of those soldiers from the 17th Field Artillery Regiment who have given their lives during “Operation Iraqi Freedom”.

Private First Class Stephen E. Wyatt, 19, of Kilgore, Texas, died October 13, 2003, Battery C, 1st Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment

Captain Eric Lewis Allton, 34, of Houston, Texas, died September 26, 2004, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Private Jeungjin Na Kim, 23, of Honolulu, Hawaii, died October 6, 2004, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Christopher Andrew Merville, 26, of Albuquerque, New Mexico, died October 12, 2004, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Bradley Scott Beard, 22, of Chapel Hill, North Carolina, died October 14, 2004, Service Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Private First Class Stephen P. Downing II, 30, of Burkesville, Kentucky, died October 28, 2004, Service Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant Maurice Keith Fortune, 25, of Forestville, Maryland, died October 29, 2004, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Francisco Gregorio Martinez, 20, of Fort Worth, Texas, died March 20, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment (Attached to Company A, 1st Battalion, 9th Infantry Regiment), 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant Angelo L. Lozada Jr., 36, of Brooklyn, New York, died April 16, 2005, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant Tromaine K. Toy Sr, 24, of Eastville, Virginia, died April 16, 2005, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Randy Lee Stevens, 21, of Swartz Creek, Michigan, died April 16, 2005, Battery A, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Louis Edward Niedermeier, 20, Largo, Florida, died June 1, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant First Class Neil Armstrong Prince, 35, Baltimore, Maryland, died June 11, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Sergeant Larry R. Kuhns Jr., 24, Austintown, Ohio, died June 13, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division

Specialist Anthony David Kinslow, 21, Westerville, Ohio, died June 13, 2005, Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 2d Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, 2d Brigade Combat Team, 2d Infantry Division
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Life Member Coin

17th Artillery Regiment Association Life Members:

The following named 17th Artillery Veterans have become Life Members of the 17th Artillery Regiment Association, since the last newsletter (#6, January 2005). 

054 Stephen J. Lowery - A 2/17 (1969-70)

055 Gerald (Jerry) F. Brown - Hqs 2/17(1967-68)

056 Larry E. Miller - C 2/17 (1967-68)

057 Raymond (DAK) P. Lais B 2/17 (1970-71)

058 Larry Davis C 2/17 (1969)

059 Leon (Len) Mc Kenzie C 2/17 (1964-65)

2005 Paid Members 
The following 17th Artillery Veterans have paid their 2005 Association Membership Dues. 

(As of July 1, 2005)

Paul Shepard                                      Lawrence Lupus

Marvin Rogers                                   Nick Theres

Michael Pearson                                  Gary Steen

Victor A. Robinson Sr.                      Bert Ryan

Elroy Thomas                                    Jack Stroud

Jerry Cody                                         Albert Haase

Alvin Popp                                         Bruce Latour

Richard Hill                                       Gene D. Hnanicek

Jim Caiella                                         Ketrick T. McMillin

Mark Daniel                                       Rod Guerrero

Avery Hall                                         Gerald Suloff

Ralph Melcher                                   James A. Frowein

Dave W. Rowell                                Buddy Lee Armstrong

Neal Fouts                                         George Wetherington

James W. Stanley                              Michael G. Trudeau

William O. Dolly                               Robert L. Hallahan

William Selis                                     Michael Squadville

Raymond Eyanson                             Roger C. Nadeau

Lewis Wells                                       Robert E. Richards

Raymond (Doug) Runice                   Heinz Schiemann

Ray Comeaux                                     Frank W. Bolger

James Hadsell                                     Ronald Mason

Vincent Falter                                     Henry Griffendorf

Robert Pulsifer                                    Marcel L. Simonet

James Breen                                        Kenneth S. Riley

Edwin Ahonen                                    Eugene (Gene) Retka




 We would not accomplish all that we have, without your support. Thanks to all for your support towards the success of the association.


Scholarship Program (2005)

Written By: Thomas R Kurtz

 Scholarship Committee Chairman

The 17th Artillery Regiment Association Scholarship Selection Committee has awarded a $1,000 scholarship grant to Kathrine A. Bolger. Kathrine attends Roy J. Wasson High School (Class of 2005) in Colorado Springs, Colorado and is planning to enter pre-nursing. Kathrine is the daughter of Francis (Frank) W. Bolger, who served with Headquarters Battery, 2d Howitzer Battalion, 17th Artillery at Fort Sill, Oklahoma and in An Khe, South Vietnam from January 1965 to September 1966.

The second scholarship grant, of $500, has been awarded to Kaycie L. Wright. Kaycie attends Miami High School (Class of 2005) in Miami, Oklahoma and is planning to become a registered nurse. Kaycie is the daughter of First Sergeant Has E. Wright, who is currently serving with Battery C, 1st Battalion, 17th Field Artillery Regiment, at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

The information and details, for the 2006 scholarship grants, will be announced, after the general membership meeting in September 2005.

Since May 2004:

Total Number of Grants: 3        Total Amount of Funds Granted: $2000
Veterans and Others Seeking Information:

Johnny Roberts, Commo Section, Headquarters Battery, 17th Field Artillery Group at Fort Sill, Oklahoma (1951-52) is looking for anyone who served with him. Johnny also has a group picture of Headquarters Battery, taken in 1951, anyone from Hqs Btry, 17th FA GP that would like a copy of the picture, contact Johnny, by email at: JWRoberts8@aol.com

J. Clark Seawright, A 2/17(Jun 66-Jan 67) is seeking the name of the 2LT from 2/17 who was permanently assigned as the Forward Observer to D Troop, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) during that time period. Clark needs some information from him for VA. Clark can be contacted at (601) 479-9071 or by email at seawright44@yahoo.comm. If anyone has an officer roster from 1966 to early 1967, that would helpful to Clark also.

Michael J. Jedwabny, Headquarters Battery, 7th Battalion, 17th Artillery is looking for a battery roster or individuals who served with him in 1967. Michael can be contacted at (864) 646-3189

Thorolv Valentinsen, the biological son of SSG Felipe D. Camarillo (C 2/17, KIA, April 3, 1968) is seeking information about his biological father, from anyone that knew him. Thorolv was born in Germany, in 1960 and was adopted in 1961. He lives in Norway and his email address is tv00post@organizer.net   If you served with C 2/17, in 1967-68, and knew Felipe, please contact Thorolv.
COMBAT ACTION BADGE
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First Award                       Second Award
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Third Award                        Fourth Award

I.  DESCRIPTION:  A silver badge 2 inches (5.08cm) in width overall consisting of an oak wreath supporting a rectangle bearing a bayonet surmounting a grenade, all silver. Stars are added at the top to indicate subsequent awards; one star for the second award, two stars for the third award and three stars for the fourth award.

 

II.  SYMBOLISM:  In keeping with the spirit of the Warrior Ethos, the Combat Action Badge provides special recognition to Soldiers who personally engage the enemy, or are engaged by the enemy during combat operations.  The bayonet and grenade are associated with active combat.  The oak wreath symbolizes strength and loyalty.

 

III.  AWARD ELIGIBILITY: The Combat Action Badge (CAB) may be awarded by any commander delegated authority by the Secretary of the Army during wartime or the CG, U.S. Army Human Resources Command and will be announced in permanent orders.  

 

        (1)  The requirements for award of the CAB are Branch and MOS immaterial.  Assignment to a Combat Arms unit or a unit organized to conduct close or offensive combat operations, or performing offensive combat operations is not required to qualify for the CAB.  However, it is not intended to award all soldiers who serve in a combat zone or imminent danger area.

 

        (2)  Specific Eligibility Requirements:

 

                a.  May be awarded to any soldier.

 

                b.  Soldier must be performing assigned duties in an area where hostile fire pay or imminent danger pay is authorized.

 

                c.  Soldier must be personally present and actively engaging or being engaged by the enemy, and performing satisfactorily in accordance with the prescribed rules of engagement.

 

                d.  Soldier must not be assigned/attached to a unit that would qualify the soldier for the CIB/CMB.  

        (3)  May be awarded to members from the other U.S. Armed Forces and foreign soldiers assigned to a U.S. Army unit, provided they meet the above criteria.

 

        (4)  Award of the CAB is authorized from 18 September 2001 to a date to be determined.  Award for qualifying service in any previous conflict is not authorized.

 

        (5)  Subsequent awards:

 

                a.  Only one CAB may be awarded during a qualifying period.

 

                b.  Second and third awards of the CAB for subsequent qualifying periods will be indicated by superimposing one and two stars respectively, centered at the top of the badge between the points of the oak wreath.

 

        (6)  Retroactive awards for the CAB are not authorized prior to 18 September 2001, applications (to include supporting documentation) for retroactive awards of the CAB will be forwarded through the first two star general in the chain of command to CG, U.S. Army Human Resources Command, ATTN:  AHRC-PDO-PA, Alexandria, VA 22332-0471. 

 

        (7)  Wear policy is contained in Army Regulation 670-1.

 

        (8)  Soldiers may be awarded the CIB, CMB and CAB for the same qualifying period, provided the criteria for each badge is met.  However, subsequent awards of the same badge within the same qualifying period are not authorized.

 

IV.  DATE APPROVED:  On 2 May 2005, the Chief of Staff, Army, approved the creation of the CAB to provide special recognition to soldiers who personally engage, or are engaged by the enemy.  HQDA Letter 600-05-1, dated 3 June 2005, announced the establishment of the Combat Action Badge.  

 

V.  SUBDUED BADGE:  Subdued badges are authorized in metal and cloth.  The metal badge has a black finish.  The cloth badge has olive green base cloth with the bayonet, grenade, oak wreath and border of the bar embroidered in black.

 

VI.  MINIATURE BADGES:  A dress miniature badge, 1 1/4 inches (3.18 cm) in length is authorized for wear on the mess uniforms.  A miniature badge, 1 3/4 inches (4.45 cm) is also authorized in lieu of the regular size badge.

Note: A Combat Artillery Badge has never been authorized and MOS disqualifies Redlegs from a Combat Infantry Badge, this badge will allow Artillerymen to qualify for a combat award they deserve.

History of the 17th Field Artillery Regiment - Pre-World War II and World War II.

At the end of World War I the 17th Artillery Regiment became part of the occupation force, in Germany and was station at the Ehrenbreitstein Castle, Kassel Germany. The Regiment returned from occupation duty, in Germany, to Camp Bragg, North Carolina with their French 155mm “Schneider” Howitzer (1917), horse drawn artillery.  In the 1930’s the howitzers were modified to be hitched to a standard Army truck. 

The Regiment trained and held numerous maneuvers at Fort Bragg from 1921 thru 1942. On December 7, 1941 found the 17th Field Artillery Regiment (155mm) (Trk Drawn) under the 13th Field Artillery Brigade at Fort Bragg, North Carolina. 

In March 1942 the Regiment moved from Fort Bragg to Camp Blanding, Florida and took part in the Carolina maneuvers. While in Florida the 13th Field Artillery Brigade along with its subordinated units became part of II Corps. After a couple of weeks, the Regiment was ordered back to Fort Bragg for final equipment and staging for movement overseas. Then, by train, the Regiment moved to Indiantown Gap, Pennsylvania for a short stay. From Indiantown Gap the Regiment travel by train to the Jersey City Docks, where they loaded on ferries for transportation to Pier #36, New York City Docks to board the H.M.S. Orcades.  On August 6, 1942 the H.M.S. Orcades sailed for Liverpool, England as part of approximately 30 ship convoy, arriving August 17, 1942 

The Regiment spent the next three month training in England. On November 27, 1942, the Regiment embarked at Liverpool, England for Oran, Algeria. The Regiment stayed in Algeria and moved to different bivouac and defensive firing position. Late in January 1943 and in early February 1943 the Regiment moved into Tunisia. On February 14, 1943 at Faid Pass, Tunisia the 2d Battalion was attacked and overrun by elements of the 21st Panzer Division. This resulted in the loss of approximately fifty percent of the officers and enlisted personnel along with twelve howitzers. Most of the missing personnel later were reported at prisoners of war along with a number of fatal casualties. After this action the 2d Battalion was re-equipped and trained on 105mmTowed Howitzers.
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5th Gun Section, A Battery, Mateur, Tunisia (May 1943)

Once again in action during April 1943, the Regiment, part of II Corps, participated in operations at GUETTAR-MAKNASSY in Southern Tunisia. As a result of this operation the German lines which divided North Africa were breached and successful contact was made with the British 8th Army. The 17th Artillery Regiment also participated in the final mop up operations at BIZERTE, where the last German resistance force in Northern Africa surrendered. The last round of the campaign was fired on May 8, 1943. Following this campaign the Regiment moved to Herbillion, Algeria (May 15, 1943-July 5, 1943) for rest and recreation and maintenance of their equipment.

On 6 and 7 July1943 the Regiment moved from Herbillion to Tunis staging area, in preparation for the assault on Sicily. The Regiment left the Port of Tunis by LST and LCI and landed at Gila, Sicily on July 14, 1943. The Regiment moved north in support of the 1st Infantry Division. Within a few days the battalions of the Regiment were split up, with the Regimental Headquarters and the 2d Battalion supporting the 1st Infantry Division and later the 9th Infantry Division. The 1st Battalion was attached to the 45th Infantry Division in its drive through Caltanissetta to the north shore. Upon reaching the Sicily coast, the mission of the 1st Battalion was changed to that of supporting of the 3rd Infantry Division in its main effort eastward from San Agete to Messina. On August 18, 1943 the conclusion of the Sicily campaign was announced. 
Then the Regiment under the 13th Field Artillery Brigade moved into bivouac about six mikes east of Termini Imerses for R&R and maintenance of their equipment. After five days the Regiment was ordered to the vicinity of Messsina to support the British Eight Army in their crossing to the Italian mainland. On August 25, 1943 the Regiment occupied positions opposite Reggio Di Celabria and held fire to minimum as not to give away their positions. Just before dawn of September 3, 1943 the Regiment guns along with some three hundred allied guns opened up for an hour and 45 minute preparation to support the landings on the Italian mainland.
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German Wreckage, Messina, Sicily

After the firing the preparation the Regiment returned to bivouac in the vicinity of Termini Imerse. The 1st Battalion sailed first for Italy on September 23, 1943, with the Regimental Headquarters and the 2d Battalion following on October 16, 1943 to support the VI Corps.

The 1st Battalion landed on the coast of Italy at Eboli, south of Salerno. It was at Salerno that the 1st Battalion received their 155mm (M1) Howitzers, to replace their 155mm Schneider Howitzers they have been using. The Regiment Headquarters and the 2d Battalion landed at Reggi di Calabria and moved north in the support of Fifth Army.

The Regiment pushed up the peninsula across the Volturno River in support of the VI Corps. The Regiment was relieved of its mission supporting the VI Corps and assigned the mission to support the C.E.F. (French Expeditionary Corps) December 10, 1943 and entered 1944 fighting below Cassino spending the bitter winter pounding the strongly defended Gustav Line.

From February 14, 1944- March 1, 1944 the Regiment and its elements were reorganized and redesigned as follows: On March 1, 1944 Headquarters and Headquarters Battery as Headquarters Battery, 17th Field Artillery Group; 1st Battalion as the 17th Field Artillery Battalion and the 2d Battalion as the 630th Field Artillery Battalion. The 17th Field Artillery Battalion and the 630th Field Artillery battalion were re-equipped with 8” (Towed) Howitzers.

In the ROME-ARNO Campaign, the 17th Field Artillery Group consisted of Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, the 17th Field Artillery Battalion, and the 630th Field Artillery Battalion under new organizational plan it supported the 2d Moroccan Infantry Division (French) and the 4th Moroccan Infantry Division (French). For its valor in support of the French units the 17th Field Artillery Group received the award of the Croix de Guerre with silver-gilt from the French Government.
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L to R - PVT Ed Vincent, French Moroccan Soldier

        and T-5 Walt Larson

On 25 July 1944 the 17th Field Artillery Group was relieved from the line north of Siena, Italy and moving to Orbetello, Italy for rest, rehabilitation, maintenance of equipment and reassignment to Southern France. The Group moved from Orbetello, Italy and arrived at the staging area at Qualino, Italy (vicinity of Naples) on August 13, 1944. The Group sailed from Naples for France, landing in the vicinity of Cavaliers, France on September 4, 1944. The unit had to trek 300 miles to catch up with the fighting. On September 10, 1944 the Group entered the line, attached to VI Corps in the support of the 36th Infantry Division. The Group fought through the bitter winter of the Vosges Mountains and across the Alsatian plain to the German Border. 
The first shell from the 17th Field Artillery Battalion fell on German soil on March 20, 1945, near Hirschthal in support of the 43d Infantry Division. From positions near Salmbach, France the 17th Field Artillery Battalion fired 2137 rounds on the Siegfiled Line. On March 25, 1945, the 17th Field Artillery Battalion passed through the Siegfrled Line at Minfield, Germany to positions along the Rhine River. Crossing the Rhine River at Mannheim on March 31, 1945 to participate in the rapid drive across Germany and on April 30, 1945 was in position in Austria. 
When the order was received May 5, 1945 to “cease all firing” the 17th Field Artillery Battalion was in position near Imst, Austria. The 17th Field Artillery Group fired their last round from positions in Augsburg, Germany in support of the 3rd Infantry Division on the night of April 29, 1945

From 1942 through 1945 the 17th Artillery Regiment and later the 17th Field Artillery Group participated in eight campaigns and had been attached to eight Field Artillery Groups and had supported fourteen American and five French Divisions. It served under five Army Corps- American, British and Canadian.
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Battery A, 17th Field Artillery Battalion sign entering Hirschihal, Germany

L to R – Walt Larson and Lewis Roznosky

The 17th Artillery Regiment fired 150,014 rounds:

8500    – Tunisia

4142    – Sicily

1360   – Messina Stralta

89177 – Italy

46835 – France and Germany

Campaign Participation:

· Tunisia

· Sicily (with arrowhead)

· Naples-Foggia

· Roma-Foggia

· Rhineland

· Ardennes-Alsace

· Central Europe

Decoration (Unit)

French Croix de Guerre with Silver-Gilt Star, World War II, Streamer embroidered ROME-ARNO (DA GO 43, 1950)

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 17th Field Artillery Group, inactivated 27 February 1946 at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey. Activated 20 December 1948 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Re-designated 25 June 1958 as Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 17th Artillery Group.

17th Field Artillery Battalion inactivated 16 April 1946 at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey. Activated 1 August 1946 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. Inactivated 1 June 1958 in Korea

630th Field Artillery Battalion inactivated 22 February 1946 at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey. Re-designated 5 February 1947 as the 537th Field Artillery Battalion. Activated 1 October 1948 at Camp Carson, Colorado. Inactivated 25 June 1958 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma.

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 17th Artillery Group, and the 17th and 537th Field Artillery Battalions consolidated, reorganized, and re-designated 31 July 1959 as the 17th Artillery, a parent regiment under the Combat Arms Regiment System

Re-designated 1 September 1971 as the 17th Field Artillery.

Withdrawn 16 July 1988 from the Combat Arms Regiment System and reorganized under the United States Army Regimental System

References:

VICARTY NEWS Vol 1 – No2: Munich, Germany, June 28, 1945

A Combat History of the 17th FA Group “The 666 Days”

A Combat History of the 17th FA Battalion

History of the “Persuaders”: 2d How Bn, 17th Artillery (1967)

Lineage and Honors, 17th Field Artillery, dated as of July 1, 2003.

Pictures WWII: 

Courtesy of Walter (Jack) Larson
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Distinctive Unit Insignia

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery

V Corps Artillery.

V Corps’s Artillery lineage traces back to 13 may 1921 when Headquarters Battery, 13th Field Artillery Brigade, at Camp Bragg, North Carolina, became the artillery headquarters for V Corps.

On 2 March 1944, the 76th Field Artillery brigade from the California National Guard was re-designated as V Corps Artillery in preparation for Operation Overload, the Normandy invasion, during the Second World War.

The distinctive unit insignia was originally approved for Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 13th Field Artillery Brigade, on 14 May 1941. It was redesignated for Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, V Corps Artillery 28 Jan 1952. 

The 17th Field Artillery Regiment and later the 17th Field Artillery Battalion (1944) was one of the subordinated regiments/battalions of the 13th Field Artillery Brigade at Camp Bragg and during World War II.
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(L to R) Mike Turner, Birdeye Middleton, Richard Jones, Rich Siebe, Peter Coffin at the Wall with 17th Wreath

Agent Orange Registry
In mid-1978, the Veterans Administration, now known as the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), set up a register of Vietnam veterans who were worried that they may have been exposed to chemical herbicides which might be causing a variety of ill effects and who took an extensive medical examination offered at all VA health care facilities.  The Agent Orange Registry is a computerized index of those examinations. In September 2000, VA approved these examinations for veterans who served in Korea in 1968 or 1969. In August 2001, VA expanded the registry to include those veterans who were exposed to Agent Orange or other herbicides during testing, transporting, or spraying of these herbicides for military purposes. 

What should a participating veteran expect?
Each veteran participating in this voluntary program, offered at all VA medical centers, is given the following baseline laboratory studies: chest x-ray (if one has not been done within the past 6 months); complete blood count; blood chemistries and enzyme studies; and urinalysis.  Particular attention is paid to the detection of chloracne, porphyria cutanea tarda, type 2 diabetes, soft tissue sarcoma, non-Hodgkin's lymphoma, Hodgkin's disease, respiratory cancers, multiple myeloma, prostate cancer, and peripheral neuropathy.  Evidence is also sought concerning the following potentially relevant symptoms or conditions: altered sex drive; congenital deformities (birth defects, including spina bifida) among children; repeated infections; nervous system disorders; sterility; and difficulties in carrying pregnancies to term. 

How does a veteran benefit from taking the Agent Orange Registry examination?
The examination provides the participating veteran with an opportunity to receive a complete health evaluation and answers to questions concerning the current state of knowledge regarding the possible relationship between herbicide exposure and subsequent health problems following completion of the examination, the veteran is given results of the physical exam and laboratory studies. This information is provided to the veteran by both a face-to-face discussion with a physician familiar with the health aspects of the Agent Orange issue and a follow-up letter summarizing results of the examination.  Occasionally, previously undetected medical problems are found.  With prompt attention, many times these illnesses can be successfully treated.  Registry participants are automatically added to the mailing list for the "Agent Orange Review," a newsletter that provides valuable information about Agent Orange developments.  The Registry permits VA to contact veterans for further testing if continuing research efforts should make this action advisable.  Following decisions by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs during the past several years to recognize additional illnesses as service-connected, VA contacted Registry participants with these diagnoses to urge them to file claims for disability compensation.

Does the Agent Orange Registry have an impact on research efforts?
VA scientists carefully review Registry data.  The Registry provides a means of detecting clues or suggestions of specific health problems in the event that unexpected or unusual health trends show up in this group of veterans.  Such clues could then form the basis for the design and conduct of specific scientific studies.

Who is eligible?
Any veteran, male or female, who had active military service in the Republic of Vietnam between 1962 and 1975, and expresses a concern relating to exposure to herbicides, may participate in the Registry.  Eligible veterans who want to participate in this program should contact the nearest VA medical facility for an appointment.  A veteran who did not serve in Vietnam is not eligible for the Agent Orange Registry examination unless he or she (1) served in Korea in 1968 or 1969, or (2) was exposed to Agent Orange or other herbicides during the testing, transportation, or spraying of these herbicides for military purpose.  The spouses and children of veterans are not eligible for this examination.

What are the limitations and uses of the Registry?
No special Agent Orange tests are offered since there is no test to show if a veteran's medical problem was caused by Agent Orange or other herbicides used in Vietnam.  There are tests that show the level of dioxin in human fat and blood, but such tests are used only for research purposes.  VA does not use dioxin levels as a clinical diagnostic test because there is no value to the diagnosis or treatment of individual veterans. It is important to understand that the Agent Orange Registry is not a scientific study.  Because of the self-selected nature of the Registry participants (that is, the individuals decide themselves to be part of the Registry rather than being "chosen" in a scientific manner), this group of veterans cannot, with any scientific validity, be viewed as being representative of Vietnam veterans as a whole. Therefore, the health-related information collected cannot be used for scientific research.  The information can, however, be used to detect possible health trends, as noted above, and can provide some useful facts about the group itself. 

Who has participated in the Registry?
More than 300,000 Vietnam veterans have already participated in this program.  Although the program is approximately 24 years old, many veterans are still contacting the VA each week for their initial Registry examination.  Many of these veterans have no medical problems; others present a wide range of 

ailments.  Veterans interested in receiving the Agent Orange Registry examination should contact the nearest VA medical center.

If a veteran who has participated in the Agent Orange Registry examination program changes residence whom should he or she contact?
A veteran who moves after receiving the Agent Orange examination should contact the Agent Orange Coordinator at the nearest VA medical center and the Agent Orange Clerk (200/397A), VA Automation Center, 1615 Woodward Street, Austin, Texas 78772-0001.  Both the old and new addresses should be included, and it should be indicated that changes are for the Agent Orange Registry.

If a Vietnam veteran receives an Agent Orange Registry examination, does that automatically make him or her eligible for disability compensation?
No.  Veterans who wish to be considered for disability compensation must file a claim for that benefit.  Many Agent Orange Registry participants have no medical problems.  For more information regarding disability compensation, see Agent Orange Brief, B3.
When will the Agent Orange Registry examination program be ended?
There are no plans to stop the Registry.  The examinations will continue for the foreseeable future.

Who should be contacted for additional information regarding the Agent Orange Registry?

A great deal of information can be obtained from our web site: www.va.gov/agentorange. At each VA medical center there is a "Registry Physician" responsible for the conduct of Agent Orange Registry examinations.  These individuals participate in regularly scheduled nationwide conference calls and receive mailings from VA headquarters updating them on the latest developments on Agent Orange.  Each medical center also has an Agent Orange Registry Coordinator who has a great deal of information about the Agent Orange Registry and related matters.  VA medical center libraries also have considerable information, including books and videotapes, regarding Agent Orange.  The Environmental Agents Service (131), Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC  20420, is another good source of information on this subject.

Where is additional information about Agent Orange related issues available? 

The following Agent Orange fact sheets (including the one you are reading) are available on the World Wide Web at www.va.gov/agentorange. Hard copies can be obtained from local VA medical centers or from the VA Central Office at the Environmental Agents Service (131) Department of Veterans Affairs, 810 Vermont Avenue, N.W., Washington, DC 20420. The briefs are A1 – General Information, A2 – Class Action Lawsuit, B2 – Health Care Eligibility, B3 – VA Disability Compensation, B4 – VA Information on Agent Orange and Related Matters, C1 – The Problems Encountered in Research, C2 - Vietnam Related Research - VA Efforts, C3 – Vietnam Related Research - Non-VA Efforts, D1 – Birth Defects, D2 – Chloracne, D3 – Non–Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, D4 – Soft Tissue Sarcomas, D5 – Peripheral Neuropathy, D6 – Hodgkin’s Disease, D7 – Porphyria Cutanea Tarda, D8 – Multiple Myeloma, D9 – Respiratory Cancers, D10 – Prostate Cancer, D11 – Spina Bifida, and D12 – Diabetes. 

Korean Vets who served in 1968 and 1969 are eligible for the Registry. Agent Orange is an ongoing problem with most of the future problems still to appear. Every eligible veteran is urged to participate in this registry and receive a complete health evaluation. It could help in any future claims.

A new study by the USAF was released in July 2005 and available at http://www.defenselink.mil/releases/2005/nr20050706-3922.html
A Note from the Treasurer

Summer is finally here, in the Sacramento Valley, and I’m ready for a trip, to the Seattle, Washington area, to cool off. Our 7th Annual Reunion is less than 3 months away, so get your money in and make your room reservations. Lets Make this  the best reunion yet.


The most enjoyable part of my job, as Treasure, is writing a check, for the Association, that helps others. So far this year, we have given two scholarships, for a total of $1500; and $1000 for the homecoming of the 2/17th Field Artillery, from Iraq. If you would care to make a donation, either to the scholarship fund or to the 2/17th Homecoming, please make a check out to: 17th Artillery Regiment Association and mail it to me at: 
Rich Siebe

5513 Whitfield Way

Carmichael, CA. 95608

The donations are tax deductible. Also, remember that 25% of any 17th Artillery Regiment Association T-shirt, jacket, hat, or challenge coin goes to the scholarship fund, so Buy, Buy, Buy!

Looking forward to seeing you all in Seattle.
Rich Siebe

Treasurer

17th Artillery Regiment Association

Association Finances as of July 1, 2005

General Funds:
    $4994.40

Scholarship Fund:    $4845.17
Total                       $9839.57

URGENT REQUEST: We need every 17th Artillery Veteran to keep his contact data current.  Please notify us of any changes in your mailing or e-mail address.  Contact any officer, or you may post your address by accessing the association’s home page and following the instructions. Contact me if you have any leads on any 17th vet. We need your assistance in keeping the association growing.

Home Page: http://www.17thartilleryregiment.org
Secretary: Jack Picciolo

1122 Lincoln St.

Lockport, IL 60441

(815) 838-3481

E-mail: Purrsfive@comcast.net
Web Page: http://persuaders65.org
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Group Photo 2004 Washington DC Reunion
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Thomas R. Kurtz

Association President
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