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(Coat of Arms)
Shield:

Gules, a conventionalized castle of Ehrenbreitsteiwith
ramp or on mount proper, debruised by a bendlet
argent bearing two ribbons of the field and azure \ith
seventeen mullets of the last. A sinister cantonebdy
of eight ermine and of the field.

(Insignia)

Crest:

On a wreath of the colors, or and gules, a mount gent
garnished vert, bearing a linden leaf proper charge
with a fleur-de-lis argent.

Motto:
In Time of Peace Prepare for War.

Symbolism:
The field of the shield is red, the artillery color The

principal charge is the castle of Ehrenbreitstein
bedruised by a bendlet carrying the American colors
and seventeen stars, to signify the occupation ohd
castle by the 17th Field Artillery. The canton allides to
the arms of the 8th Field Artillery from which men
were transferred to organize the 17th Field Artilley.
The crest commemorates the two most noteworthy
battle incidents. The White Mountain is for Blanc
Mont. The leaf is taken from Verte Feuille Farm, o of
the positions occupied by the regiment in the Soigss

offensive; the linden leaf was chosen as being very

common in that region. The fleur-de-lis is from the
arms of Soissons.

DISTINCTIVE INSIGNIA
The distinctive insignia is the shield of the coharms.

President's Comments
By: Jackie M. Stroud

What an experience this year’s reunion was. | &ad tp
say that it was a success thanks to the effortousf
membership supporters. The hotel had us playingiaau
meeting rooms at the beginning because of remaglélin
was very gracious and accommodating to our neexs fr
the start. They provided us a large room in whighheld
our hospitality and banquet functions, and theledilour
refreshment tubs with ice and kept bringing ice méher
we asked for more. | would also like to thank alithe
attendees who were responsible for making this year
another successful reunion for our organization.

The 17" Artillery Regimental Association joined the
wreath laying ceremony at the Vietham War Wall this
year. Jim Sanders and Mike Burke joined me iniptac
our wreath at the base of the Wall. We were netl#st
group this year, but we were positioned almostadiyen
the center of the Wall. It was a great moment rfw
personally and the speakers really drove homedibe that
WE HAVE MADE A DIFFERENCE. We made the
CSPAN TV program--we could not ask for anything
better.

The scholarship program is now set to be complaged
was last year. | have already had requests corfa e
application, and | have a new voting board to depemn
which will do the selecting from our applicantssthjiear.
They are: Richard Flowers, Rod Gurrero, Alan (Ray)
Kaufman, James (Jim) Sanders, and Donald Brooks. |
thank them for volunteering to do this task thisnoaoy
year. | will continue to keep up the high standatttht the
previous presidents of the association have setr®rto
follow.

There were a number of familiar faces missing tt@ar,
but with the way things are today, that is to bpexted.
Some of those not there just had some joint replaces
and others with important family things to atteld &and



we send out hopes and prayers that you're all bigttthe
future and can join us healthy again next yearaat 5ill.
We will be looking for you.

We had two very important positions to fill at treunion
this year. The terms for the secretary and tressuere
up for renewal. Jack Picciolo was re-elected te th
position of secretary/historian, and Rich Siebe was
elected to the position of treasurer. Richard Bwil fill

the vacant position of chaplain for the 17th Aetill
Regimental Association. It was an easy choicech&id
has a background of such work and will officially that
position for us.

We now can start looking forward to our next bignmen

in 2009. We will be returning to the roots of whehe

17" Artillery Regimental Association was establishedtl
in 1999. This all took place at Fort Sill Oklahoarad will

be our 11 annual reunion and our @nniversary. This
reunion will give us all a chance to select a braedv

president for the association. It will be the Imedging to

our next ten years as a great organization.

All of the information for our big tenth annivergar
reunion will be forthcoming on the website. Ed litasp
and running like a top. Hope to see all of youratt Sill
next year.

U.S. Army TN

FreedomTeamSalute.com-

Freedom Team Salute Commendation Package:

The Freedom Team Salute Program is sponsored by the

Secretary of the Army and the Army Chief of Stadhe
part of the program is to recognize the service of

discharged veterans of the United States Army. The

association has previously submitted 133 names78f 1
Artillery discharged veterans to receive the Freedeam
Salute Commendation Package. The package consiats o
certificate of appreciation and a letter signed the
Secretary of the Army and the Army Chief of Staffetach
veteran plus a US Army pin. If you are a discharged
veteran listed on the association’s veterans roatef
would like to have your name submitted to receile t
commendation package, contact the associatioh'¥ide
President NLT February 20, 2009. The informatioadesl

is your rank at discharge and verification of yslaw mail
address. Please notify me at the following addeesse
call.

Thomas R. Kurtz,

703 South College Street,

Lincoln, IL 62656

Phone: (217) 732-4357 or by emaikatrtz_T@msn.com

(Note: In 2006 all retired army personnel autonadhyc
received the commendation package. For compldatglisie

on the entire Freedom Team Salute program, go to
Freedom Team Salute.com.)

2008 Reunion Attendees

GW & Kathy Adkisson — AR

Donald & Sharon Brooks w/
Daughter Beth Parks & Grandson Lucas Parks - OH
Harold (Buck) & Bonnie Brown - MD
Mike & Tonja Burke- CA

Anthony & Barbara Cassellli - PA
Peter Coffin — CA

Ed & Nancy Hitchner - PA

Charles Garner — SC

Rhonda Grimmer - ND

Rod Guerrero —OK-w/Granddaughter
Vera Guerrero and her fiancé

Alex Sanchez - VA

Gene & Carol Johnson — NY

Mike & Sheila Klingeman — MO
Alan Kaufman - NY

Thomas Kurtz — IL

Annie McCowan - ND

Candice McCowan - ND

Kara McCowan - ND

Mark & Candace McCowan w/
Daughters- Audrey, Kathy & Kalan - NC
Robert Pasquill - SC

Jack Picciolo — IL

Paul Raymond — MA

Gene & Sharon Retka — MN
Charles Riley - NC

David & Suzanne Rush - NY

Joe Russo — MA

Jim & Jean Sanders — OK

Trisha Scott — ND

Richard Shrout - MD

Richard Smith - NC

Rich Siebe — CA

Jack & Molly Stroud — OH

Thomas Ward - MD

William & Cindy Wright — MO

Ten (10) Reunions Down, Many More To Come.
Rich Siebe

Treasurer

I've been lucky that | have been able to attendeall of
our reunions since we founded the association #919
Over the last nine years, I've renewed old friefijpish
made lots of new friends, and had the opportunitydvel
to places I've never been to before.

| added a couple of days to my stay in Washingto& On
November so that | could visit some places thatewstly
names, having spent almost my entire life on thestWe
Coast, to me. | spent a day at Harper’s Ferry, 1¥e,site
of John Brown’s Rebellion just prior to the Civilai



After lunch at the Secret Seven Tavern, | visithe t
Antietam National Battlefield in nearby Marylandlid the
site of the deadliest single day of fighting durtihg Civil
War.

| spent the next day touring the Smithsonian angl th
National Archives. It was really a treat to vieweth
documents that this country was founded on.

The reunion, itself, was a huge success. The diongse
was fun but would have been better if | had not tes
Klingeman’s astray and made a two block walk toship
into a six block journey.

On Veterans Day, we took the Metro into DC to attéme
ceremonies at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial andepia
wreath at the Wall for those of the"1Artillery.

Mike, Jack, and Jim did a great job representirg th
association while the rest of us watched from thitegy.

The general meeting and the banquet went off witlsou
hitch, hosted capably by our President, Jack Stroud
During the general meeting, we agreed to donat®@®$10
the 1/17 FA homecoming and $200 to the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial Fund. We added to the scholarshi
and general funds during the auction and 50/500uilgv
like to thank all of you who participated at themén and
donated during the year.

Last, but not least, as the year ends, we haves$&8 in
the scholarship fund and $2,911.50 in the generad for
a total of $11,767.17 in our bank account.

See you in Lawton, OK. in November for our Tenth
Anniversary Reunion.

Life Membership Coins

(FRONT)

17" Artillery Regiment Association Life Members
(New)

The following named 17 Artillery veterans have become
Life Members of the 17 Artillery Regiment Association,
since the July 2008 newsletter.

(BACK)

090 Rodivico (Rod) L. Guerrero was assigned todwtt
C, 2" Howitzer Battalion, 17 Artillery (1965-1966)

Jackie Stroud presents Life Membership to Rod fauer



Annual Membership Dues (2009)
The following have paid their 2009 Membership Dues.

Edwin Ahonen
Charles Garner
Robert Pasquill
ery Cody
James Deno
Charles Landford
James Kasaback
Leroy Lida
Alvin Popp
Michael Squadrille
Jackie Stroud

Dennis Keesling
Paul Raymond
Alan Kaufman
Michael Klingeman
Mark Anderson
Eugene Retka
William Selis
Albert Ryan
Matthew Halloran
Terry Earnst
Gary Steen
Walter Etringer

Treasurer’s Report (2009)

General Fund: $2911.50
Scholarship Fund: $8855.67
Rich Siebe

Treasurer

17" Artillery Regiment Association

Private George L. Fisher

Above is Private Specialist"6Class George Little Fisher
(SN 6385429) as he poses in his guard uniform.aRgiv

Fisher enlistment on May 10, 1936 and served with

Battery C, 1% Field Artillery Regiment at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina until his discharge on May 10,
1937.George Fisher served his second enlistmemh fro
August 19, 1941 to August 2, 1945 with the “138fantry
Regiment. (Picture and his service data are coudgéhis
granddaughter Ashley Fisher)

Receive “The Castle” by email:

To help defray the rising cost of postage and pririhg of
the association’s newsletter. Sign up to received¢hThe
Castle” by email. Your computer will need the
“Microsoft Word” program.

To receive the electronic newsletter, notify the
association’s secretary: Jack Picciolo at:
purrsfive @comcast.netwith your current email
address and receive the newsletter first.

We will continue to mail the newsletter to anyone Wwo
does not have Internet access or a program to open
Microsoft Word program

Association Officers 2009
Jackie (Jack) M. Stroud ----- President*

Thomas R. Kurtz-------------- 1 Vice President *
Mike Burke-------------------- 2d Vice President *
John (Jack) Picciolo --------- Secretary
Richard (Rich) Siebe -------- Treasurer
Thomas R. Kurtz ------------- Past President
Richard Smith----------------- Chaplain

John (Jack) Picciolo --------- Historian

Jackie (Jack) Stroud- -------- Quartermaster

Edward (Ed) Hitchner ------- Webmaster

*Offices up for election at the General
Membership Meeting during the 2009 Reunion.

The 17" Artillery Regiment Association Board of
Directors approved this newsletter, Castle # 13.

Jackie M. Stroud

Association President
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To become a member, lifeember or to renew your membership with the
17 Artillery Regiment Association
Please disregard if you areraady a member for the year 2009 or a life member.

Complete the form below, and mail it with your che& or money order (Payable to 17th Artillery Regimen Association)

Mail to: Rich Siebe (Association Treasurerb513 Whitfield Way, Carmichael, CA 95608-3038. Uporeceipt of your

2009 dues or renewal, a membership card will be nlaid to you. Life members will be mailed their numbeed 17th

Artillery Regiment Association Life Membership Coin. Members will be given the USER ID and PASSWORD taccess the
on-line veteran’s roster located on the associaticmweb site. (www.17thartileryregiment.org). User ID and Password will be
sent to you by U. S. Mail. User ID and Password arehanged January 1 of each year.

Join or renew now: 2009 Membership Dues is $20.00 (January — Decemigannual dues $20.00 per year)

Life membership fees:Through age 30---$245.00 31-40---$235.00 41-50-1:%20 51-60---$195.00
61-70---$165.00 71-80---$125.00 81 phfR5.00

First Name: MI: Last Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Home Phone: AX &t Email:

| served with the 17th Artillery --- From (yr): to (yr):

Please check those that apply: Battery or Batteries:

1% Field Artillery/Battalion/Group/Regiment (Prior to 1958)

L:Battalion, 17n Field Artillery (1958 — Present)

2¢ Battalion, 17n Field Artillery (1958 — Present)

24 Battalion, 17n Field Artillery (1958 — 1996) & (2007-Present)

4, Battalion, 17n Field Artillery (1959 — 1995)

& Battalion, 17n Field Artillery (1959 — 1996)

G Battalion, 17n Field Artillery (1959 — 1996)

‘i Battalion, 17n Field Artillery (1960 — 1996)

& Battalion, 17n Field Artillery (1967 — 1996)

NOTE: Please enclose aopyof your DD Form 214 with your application (Mail a COPY, do not send the
original). If you have previously maild a copy of your DD Form 214 to the association, #ne is no need to

send another copy).

ACTIVE DUTY: | do not have a DD Form 214 yet.

Rich Siebe:

5513 Whitfield Way

Carmichael, CA 95608-3038

Email address is: R47S89SP@aol.com



